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An ordinance to repeal the in- 
dustrial zoning designation for a 
chemical plant known as CPS Corp., 
formerly the Vego Chemical Corp., 
1617 Idaho St., is to be introduced at 
Thursday night’s City Council meet- 
ing. 

The ordinance, entered on the 
council’s agenda Monday afternoon 
by Councilman Pete Chalos, would 
repeal a 1975 ordinance establishing 
an industrial classification for the 
property, which was the destroved by 
fire in June. 

Chalos said if the measure becomes 
law, the site would revert to the 
zoning classification it had prior to 
the 1975 rezoning ordinance. He said 
he did not know the previous designa- 
tion. 

Minutes of a City Plan Commission 
meeting in 1975 indicated the proper- 
ty was zoned as a two-family resi- 
dence district prior to the rezoning 
for industry. 

Thursday's action will be the 
council’s first reading of the or- 
dinance. Usually, the council assigns 
a bill to committee after first read- 
ing. Then during the first week of the 
next month, a public hearing is con- 
ducted on the measure and it is 
scheduled for action the following 
week. 

The chemical plant has been the 
subject of controversy during the past 
few months on what was stored there 
and how the operation affected the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

At its June council meeting, the 
council approved a resolution re- 
questing city offices not to issue 
permits for new construction at the 
property ‘‘until the City Council can 
introduce and pass an ordinance to 
rezone the property of Vego 
Chemical.” 

City Attorney James Smock said 
last week the possibility exists the 
property owners misrepresented 
what was to be stored at the site when., 
they petitioned for the industrial zon- 
ing classification in 1975. 
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The City of Terre Haute, six of its 
city council members and several 
southside residents have been named 
defendants in a $11 million suit filed 
in the Terre Haute Division of U.S. 
District Court. 

The suit, filed in behalf of SF 
Leasing Inc. (formerly known as 
Vego Chemical Corp.), CPS Corp. and 
RPS Industries, Inc., 1617 Idaho St., 
by Terre Haute attorney Myrl 
Wilkinson, seeks $1 million in 
damages and $10 million in punitive 
damages and attorney’s fees. 


The suit seeks a temporary and 
permanent injunction enjoining the 
defendants from enforcing provisions 
of Special Ordinance 42 adopted Aug. 
9 by the City Council. This ordinance, 
according to the suit, reclassified the 
property of the company from a light 
industrial classification to a two- 
family residential classification. The 
ordinance rescinded a 1975 ordinance. 

The suit seeks a declaratory judg- 
ment as to whether Ordinance 42 is 
invalid in whole or in part by reason 
of “contravening the provisions of the 
U.S. Constitution” and the state con- 
stitution. 

The suit further states Special Or- 
dinance 9 in 1975 reclassified the 


m 


property from a two-family residen- 
tial district to a light industry M-1 
category. The plaintiffs allege the 
property is ‘‘valueless for residential 
purposes and the ordinance (passed 
Aug. 9) has prohibited the plaintiffs 
from carrying on their business.” 

The three firms have been the 
center of much controversy. They 
were destroyed by fire on June 8 of 
this year and an intensive investiga- 
tion by the Terre Haute Fire Depart- 
ment and investigators from the state 
fire marshal’s office was launched. 
The TRIBUNE has received no re- 
ports concerning the official cause of 
the blaze. At the time of the fire the 
businesses were operated by Dr. 
Clyde Parrish, a chemistry professor 
at Indiana State University. 

Citizens living in the area carried 
complaints about the operations of 
the businesses to the city council and 
other officials this year. The city 
council acted this summer, as one 
councilman said, “to protect the 
welfare of the neighborhood. 

The suit singled out Councilman 
(and now mayor-elect) Pete Chalos, 
one of the defendants, who is alleged 
to have directed or threatened to 
direct the city building inspector to 
refuse fo issue building permits to the 
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plaintiffs so they could not rebuild 
and recommence operations until the 
Ordinance 42 could be passed. 

The suit also alleges the city fire 
department was ‘‘induced to withhold 
their report on the plaintiff’s fire to 
delay receipt of insurance proceeds.” 

The suit further alleges six of the 
defendants failed to refer Ordinance 
42 to the Area Plan Commission for a 
hearing as required to deprive the 
plaintiffs of a hearing in order to 
insure passage with six of nine votes. 


The six council! members named in 
the suit included, Chalos, Kenneth 
Thomas, William Jarvis, Norma 
Spork, A.C. Malooley and Ralph Gar- 
rett. 

The suit also alleges J. Stephen 
Vallely, city housing inspector, also a 
defendant, issued an order Aug. 10 for 
removal of any and all structures 
from the premises and otherwise 
convert it to premises conforming 
with the R-2 zoning: 

Other defendants named are David 
S. Farris, Renetta J. Farris, Earl 
Davis, Ethel Davis, Darrell W. 
Bemis, Jean Bemis, Doris Dicus and 
Wayne Dicus. All are residents of the 
area where the chemical plant was 
located. 


Fire Chief: There. 


Star Staff Writer: 

Findings of a local investigation 
into last week's fire at Vego 
Chemical. are expected to be released 
Tuesday, according ‘to Terre Haute 
Fire Chief LeRoy Shipley. a 

Shipley said Monday his depart- 
ment has “just about” completed its 
investigation of the Friday fire which 
caused extensive damage to the 
chemical plant located at 1617 Idaho 
St. 


“I have some preliminary informa- 
tion, but I'd rather wait until Tuesday 
before we release anything official,” 
Shipley said at his office Monday 
afternoon. 

The fire chief said the local depart- 
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of the Indiana State Fire Marshal's 
Office, but added, “If we need help 
we'll call them." 

Both the city fire department and 
the state fire marshal's office have 
files of information on the operation 
of the southside chemical plant. The 
business has been cited for reported 
violations of city ordinances and state 
laws. 

“We caught them in the act when 
they tried to bury tanks for flam- 
mable materials without getting our 
approval or the state's approval. 
We've got a lot of inspection reports 
on them and there's definitely some 
violations down there,” aml ad- 
mitted. - 


Are Definite 


Asked why the city did not take 
legal action to force Vego Chemical 
to correct the violations, Shipley re- 
sponded, “Our department only has 
investigatory powers. We've made 
our investigations and the informa- 
tion has been turned over to the state. 
Jt's up to them to enforce the law.” 

To his knowledge, Shipley said the 
chemical business has, for the most 
part, complied with local ordinances. 

“It’s the sneaky acts down there 
that’s causing the problems, like 
burying those tanks without our ap- 
proval,"’ said the fire chief. 

Residents of the neighborhood have 
confronted local and state officials 
with information. which they claim 
should he- sufficient. tn shunt dawn 
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Violations 


operation of the chemical plant. The 
neighbors have repeatedly attended 
meetings of the city council, board of 
public works and safety, area plan- 
ning and other agencies in an effort to 
make public their complaints. about 
the business. 

One employee was injured in the 
Friday fire, reports said. Charles V. 
Smith. 48, Linton, was released after 
treatment of burns at Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital. 


Jt is believed the fire started when 
a tank holding coloring and pre- 
servative boiled over and ignited. A 
damage figure has not been released, 
although officials said the fire de- 
stroyed the major portion of the 
niant. 


Vego Chemic 
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Emotions ran nish at'$?@inshine 
meeting of the Terre Haute City 
Council Thursday night at City Hall, 
but it appeared no minds were 
changed as a result of the dialogue 


5 lt bh 
concerning rezoning of a chemical 
plant on the city’s south side which 
was destroyed by fire June 8. 

Myrl O. Wilkinson, attorney for 
CPS Corp.. which operated the 
former Vego Chemical Co. at 1617 
Idaho St.. appeared before the council 
to ask the property not be rezoned to 


al Zonin 


a residential classification. Wilkinson 
explained the owners have already 
decided to relocate the plant to an 
Illinois city and if the property is 
zoned residential it is not likely the 
property could be sold. 

Wilkinson said if there is evidence 
the owners of Vego Chemical were in 
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violation of a city ordinance. it is the 
duty of the city administration to 
enforce the ordinance and of the 
courts to pass judgment. 


“It is not the right or duty of this 
council to pass on the guilt or in- 
nocence of the accused,’’ Wilkinson 
said. He argued Vego Chemical is 
entitled to due process and if the 
council removes the industrial classi- 
fication. the action would amount to 
appropriation of the property for pub- 
lic use without compensation, 

Wilkinson went on to say his client 
has been subjected to a campaign of 
harassment by residents of the neigh- 
borhood which included vandalism to 
his client's property and shooting a 
watchdog. 

The ordinance, which the council 
will consider at its Aug. 9 meeting. 
rescinds an ordinance passed in 1975 
which gave the property a light in- 
dustrial classification. 


Councilman Pete Chalos. who in- 
troduced the ordinance. said that ata 
hearing before the former City Plan- 
ning Commission prior to passage of 
the ordinance. company officials 
gave assurances no “flammable. ex- 
plosive or volatile materials would 
be stored at the site. Chalos said it is 
now obvious there were such materi- 
als kept there. 


Three residents of the area rose to 
refute Wilkinson's statement and to 
plead with the council to approve the 
ordinance. They were David Farris, 
1648 Idaho St.. Doris Dicus, 1717 S. 
17th St.. and Earl M. Davis. 1727 S. 
17th St. All argued the neighbors are 
in fear of their lives and they pro- 
tested the “air of secrecy the 
owners have maintained since they 
first began operations at the site. s 

They wouldn't tell us what materi- 
als were being stored there, Dicus 
said 
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M Counctiirresigenynenicus suusa 
was forced to wield his gavel several 
times during the meeting when 
heated exchanges broke out between 
Wilkinson and members of the au- 
dience. + 

George Reynolds, owner of Vigo 
County Cab Co., addressed the coun- 
cil in opposition to an ordinnance 
which would permit the city Board of 
Works to issue taxi stand permits. 
without council approval. He argued 
that two stand permits recently ap- 
proved for rival Yellow Cab Co. has a 
Yellow cab directly in front of his 
office at 706 Wabash Ave. 


Reynolds noted Yellow Cab aban- 
doned its downtown taxi stands two 
years ago “and now he decides he 
meeds them.” = hate 
` Yellow Cab owner Ray Feiler was 
at the meeting, but he did not address 
the council, 


Councilmen present for the sun- 
shine meeting were Thomas, Chalos, 
William Jarvis, Norma Spork, 
Eugene Trummel and Ralph Garrett. 
, Councilmen Jack I. Neaderhiser and 
Asa C. Malooley were both reported 
to be ill and Larry Kirchner was 
reported out of the city on vacation. 
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" Members of the Central Southside Neighborhood kr Si Cit etA the Rohat H shipp ed. 


Association were told Thursday evening the owner 
of the chemical company commonly known as Vego 
Chemical, which was destroyed by fire earlier this 
month, has indicated he plans to sell the property 
and relocate the business out of state. 

Fire Department officials said they have re- 
ceived a letter from Dr. Clyde Parrish, a chemistry 
professor at Indiana State University, and one of 
the owners of the firm, saying the southside firm 

will relocate, in addition to draining all under- 
ground tanks of all cheemicals and filling them 
with sand and water. 

Ed Dreher, chief investigator for the arson 
division of the Terre Haute Fire Department, and 
Robert Osborn, in charge of the inspection division 
of the department, said they received a statement 
from Dr. Clyde Parrish, owner of the chemical 
plant, CPS Corp., 1617 Idaho St. 

“He said he would fill all the underground tanks 
with water and sand to meet safety requirements 
of the state. He said he would do this within a 
week,” Dreher told the group of about 40 persons 
attending the meeting. 

Wednesday, residents living near the industry 
were alarmed when they learned an underground 
tank filled with hexane was being drained without 
knowledge of city officials. 

Hexane is an isomeric volatile liquid found in 
petroleums and, according to health officials, is 
considered a hazardous product. 

According to Paul Welch, administrative assis- 
tant for the Vigo County Health Department, only 
six companies in the state of Indiana are qualified 
to drain and transport hazardous products such as 
hexane. He said hexane cannot be put in an 
industrial landfill because it is too dangerous. 

It was not determined what company trans- 


ported the hexane from the CPS site and it was not 


Doris Dicus, chairman of the neighborhood as- 
sociation, who with several southside citizens has 
charged CPS with alleged violations of the city 
zoning ordinance, said city officials have taken 
problems of the chemical plant “lightly” and urged 
them to take action to prevent such an occurrance 
from taking place again. 

“We intend to take our findings and information 
to OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Adminis- 
tration) and EPA (Environmental Protection 
Agency). We believe they’ll take a serious look at 
these blatant violations which have endangered the 
safety of our neighborhood,” Mrs. Dicus said. 

It was agreed by persons attending the meeting 
there are inadequate provisions in the city zoning 
ordinance in handling such problems which have 
surfaced at the southside chemical plant. 

David Farris, a member of the neighborhood 
organization, urged city and county officials ta 
revise the ordinance to include provisions of en- 
forcement and stricter penalties. 

Pete Chalos, city councilman, said the city 
building inspection department is responsible for 
enforcing the zoning ordinance, but said the “teeth 
of the ordinance” is only a $300 fine. Chalos and 
Paul S. Smith, executive director of the Vigo 
County Area Planning Department, agreed the 
ordinance needs to be modified in order to protect 
neighborhoods. i 

Southside citizens are hopeful the property will 
revert to its former zoning classification of resi- 
dential use or limited community commerce. Legal 
questions regarding the zoning issue remain to be 
answered. 

Several other officials, including Fire Chie 
LeRoy Shipley, had been invited to attend the 
meeting, but did not attend. 
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Hit Local Firm 


et Aub and fire Friday de- 
stroyed the office and two storage 
buildings at CPS Corp., 1617 Idaho St. 
No one was seriously injured. 

The fire broke out around noon at 
the firm, formerly known as Vego 
Chemical aa which makes sar 
vents and blends industrial cleaning 
fluids. City firefighters brought the 
blaze under control within an hour 
and a half. 

Assistant Fire Chief Ray Brown 
said the fire's cause and damage 


maii ae Pat been aethinttned. 
Brown didn't expect any details of the 
tire investigation to be available until 
Monday. 

Police blocked off the area around 
the firm during the fire. 

According to witnesses, the fire 
began after a tank containing 
Gilsonite, a coloring and preservative 
used in wood stains, boiled over and 
ignited. The explosions of several 55- 
gallon drums emitted dense black 
smoke which could be seen for miles. 

The fire swept through the main 
office building, a warehouse and a 
smaller storage building. One report 
indicated a CPS employee may have 
suffered minor burns. 

The state fire marshal’s office may 
join the investigation. f 

Clyde Parrish, CPS owner, was not 
available for comment: > 

The plant has been the subject of 
controversy in recent years. Neigh- 
borhood residents have complained 
about odor, chemical spills and the 
storage of potentially hazardous sub- 
stances. The firm’ stores’ some 
chemicals in underground tanks and 
others in barrels above ground. 
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SQUTHSIDE CHEMICAL FIRM BURNS — Terre Haute firefighters pour shown in the background, eh a processing tank containing Gilsonite boilec 
a on chemcial drums at CPS Corp., 1617 Idaho St., during a Friday. over. The fire, which also destroyed the CPS office, stopped short of dock: 
a monte ate at the firm. The blaze set off explosions in the chemical-filled which separate CPS. from ‘@re-refining business. which was not damaged 
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S-AUG 8 1979 
By J. BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 
An ordinance which proposes to 
change the zoning classification of 
property formerly occupied by Vego 
Chemical will be up for vote at a 
Thursday night meeting of the Terre 
Haute City Council. 


The ordinance proposes to rescind 
a 1975 ordinance which zoned the 
property for heavy industrial use 
(M-i). The property, located at 1617 
Idaho St., would revert to its former 
zoning classification — two-family 
residence district — if the council 
passes the ordinance. 


At last week’s sunshine meeting of 
the city council, Myrl O. Wilkinson, 
attorney for CPS Corporation, opera- 
tor of Vego Chemical, said action by 
the council would amount to ap- 
propriation of the property for public 
use without compensation. Wilkinson 


said the owners of the property intend 
to locate the chemical plant in Tli- 
nois, but if the property is zoned for 
residential use, then it is not likely 
the property can be sold. 

Wilkinson said if there is evidence 
the owners of Vego Chemical were in 
violation of a city ordinance, it is the 
duty of the citŷ administration to 
enforce the ordinance. He said it is 
not the-right of the council to “pass on 
the guilt or innocence of the accused” 
and said any action by the council 
would be wrong. 

Residents living near the chemical 
plant claim the business has violated 
city ordinances by storing flam- 
mable, explasive or volatile 
chemicals in underground fanks..It 
has been learned hexane, an ex- 
plosive chemical, was stored in tanks 
at the plant. Since fire destroyed the 
business June 8, most chemicals in- 
cluding hexane have been removed 
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from the industrial site. 

When the city council passed the 
original zoning ordinance in 1975, 
records indicate Wilkinson was to 
“check and see what kind of material 
will be stored there and report to the 
City Council on which category (zon- 
ing classification) it fits.” The Terre 
Haute City Plan Commission recom- 
mended the property be rezoned M-2 
if there were to be volatile chemicals 
involved or M-1 if those. type 
chemicals were not to be stored 
there. The city council later amended 
the ordinance for M-} classification. 


e Appropriation Ordinance No. 12 
— An ordinance to appropriate $8,000 
for a water storage tank at Highland 
Lawn Cemetery. 


e Special Ordinance No. 20 — An 
ordinance establishing fire district 
zones within the city. 
<- e Special Ordinance No. 38 — An 
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ordinance to erect a stop sign at 
Ninth and Kussner streets requiring 
north-south traffic to stop. 

e Special Ordinance No. 39 — An 
ordinance to erect a stop sign at 10th 
Street and Fourth Avenue requiring 
north-south traffic to stop. 

e Special Ordinance No. 40 — An 
ordinance to zone property at north- 
east corner of Fifth Street and Lafa- 
yette Avenue for establishment of a 
motor vehicle sales business. 


e Special Ordinance No. 41 — An 
ordinance to zone property at 1427 S. 
25th St., for a music shop. 


e Special Ordinance No. 43 — An 
ordinance amending a 1964 ordinance 
regarding parking of taxicabs in a 
congested district. 


e Special Ordinance No. 42 — An 
ordinance rezoning property formerly 
poled by Vego Chemical, 1617 Ida- 

o St. 
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A preliminary"® Teport an the | cause - 
of Friday's fire which destroyed’a 


southside chemical. plant. commonly’ 


known as Yego.Chemical. 1617 Idaho 
St.. was issued by Terre Haute Fire 
Department Chief LeRoy. Shipley 
Wednesday, butthe said a full in- 
vestigation is continuing. 


The initial. report,- PRANS, lto: 
Shipley, states. the fire was ‘‘ap- 
parently caused by the overflow of 
the mixture powdered Gilsonite. a 
form of raw linseed oil and stoddard 
solid.” 

The report continues: “Apparently 
mixture was ignited by the pilot light 


or gas burners which heat the process . 


tank.” 

The cause in the initial Fire De- 
partment report is similar. to what 
Clyde Parrish, one of the owners of 
the chemical plant, listed im a letter 
submitted to. the department. 


Although the preliminary report . 


has been issued, Shipley emphasized 
the fire is still under investigation by 
representatives of the Terre Haute 
Fire Department arson division, the 
Terre Haute Police Department de- 


teective division - and State Fire 


Marshal’s arson. division. 

Shipley added. the investigation 
does not necessarily mean the fire 
was arson, but said it is still “under 
fuil investigation to make sure. 

No damage amount was available 
yet Wednesday. Shipley said. He re- 
ported he expected that to be de- 
termined within the next coupie of 
days. . 

Shipley’s statement comes after 
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E The! “TRIBUNE learned Vigo County: 


© Air Pollution Director Doug Mattick 
> in April sent a letter to Parrish 
* requesting information about proc- 


esses and operations at the southside 
chemical facility. 
Mattick said Parrish failed to re- 


, spond to the April 2 letter and, asa 


result, a second letter was sent dated 


‘May 21.-That letter, Mattick’ said, 


stated in part that. Parrish would be 
in violation of Sections 402 and 403 of 
the Vigo County Air Quality Control 
Ordinance if he failed to respond. 

Parrish reportedly did not respond 
to the second letter before last 
Friday’s fire. 

Robert Osborn. chief fire inspec- 
tor,. reportedly received the letter 
from Parrish in which he stated the 
cause and chain of events which led to 
the fire. 

Osborn said the letter is “‘merely 
his (Parrish) personal views on how 
the tire started and in no way reflects 
the exact cause of the blaze.” 

Shipley said anyone has a right to 
state what he thinks caused a fire, but 
in no way will the Fire Department 
accept that opinion as ia official 
cause. 
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Local Firm Ordered To Show 
Compliance With State Law | 


An investigation by the Terre 
Haute Fire Department has 
prompted Fire Chief LeRoy Shipley 
to order the owner of Vego Chemical 
fo prove he has complied with state 
aw. ‘ 

Shipley said his department has 
investigated complaints aired by resi- 


dents living near the chemical plant, ` 


1617 Idaho St. Neighbors have com- 


plained about the plant burying tanks 
filled with flammable chemicals. 

Dr. Clyde Parrish, owner of the 
plant, said he has applied for state 
permits allowing him to store the 
flammable chemicals in underground 
tanks. State Fire Marshal William 
Goodwin said Parrish failed to sub- 
mit a notorized application for the 
permits, however. 

Shipley said unless Parrish can 
substantiate he buried the tanks in 
compliance with state law, he will 
order the tanks be uncovered and 
inspected by the fire department. 
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Jim Burdick, city engineer, sai 
Friday a southside chemical plant, 
commonly, known as Vego Chemical, 
1617 Idaho St., will not be required to 


pay a tap-on fee for sewer service 


hooked up nearly nine years ago. 
According to Burdick, the owners 
of the plant were granted an ease- 


ment to the Terre Haute Sanitary 
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said District for a sewer. In return for the 


easement, the city waived the tap-on 
fee, the city engineer said. 
However, Burdick did say the 
owners will be billed for sewer ser- 
vice dating back to November of 1977. 
The firm has not been charged for 
sewer service since that date because 
of a billing error, Burdick stated. 
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By PATRICK J. panne’ 23! 


Tribune Staff Writer , 

A southside chemical firm, com- 
monly known as Vego Chemical, 1617 
Idaho St., has been ordered to pay a 
sewer tap-on fee and sewage fees 
dating back to November of 1977. 

City Engineer Jim Burdick told 
The TRIBUNE the city has learned 
the southside firm tapped onto the 
city sewer in November of 1977, but 
failed to pay the required tap-on fee 
and to date has not paid any sewer 
fees, as required by law. 

The chemical firm is owned by Dr. 
Clyde F. Parrish, a chemistry pro- 
fessor at Indiana State University. 

Burdick said he sent the firm a 
letter stating it is required to pay the 
tap-on fee based on the amount of 
square footage the business has and 
also to pay sewage fees for the past 14 
months. 

The city engineer said he will give 
the firm a couple of weeks to respond 
to the letter before he initiates any 
measures to collect the back 
payments. 

Earlier, The TRIBUNE reported 
that permits for storage tanks con- 
taining flammable materials were 
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not eS by the chemical firm, as 
required by state law. 

Terre Haute Fire Chief LeRoy 
Shipley earlier this year said he 
would demand the chemical plant 
owner substantiate he has complied 
with state law in burying under- 
ground tanks used for storage of 
flammable materials. 

The permits were not obtained 
from the state, according to William 
Goodwin, state fire marshal. 

The TRIBUNE reported last year 
the chemical plant was in violation of 
state law by storing flammable 
chemicals in underground tanks 
without first obtaining permits from 
Goodwin's office. 

Parrish termed the violations of 
state law as merely an “oversight” 
and indicated that steps were being 
initiated to correct the situation. 

Neigubors have voiced numerous 
complaints about the southside 
chemical plant over the last several 
months. 

The neighbors have complained 
about chemicals being dumped in the 
alley at the side. of the business 
establishment and about odors com- 
ing from the plant. 
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after accident_ | 


at Yego Ch Che mical 7 | 
ter nat $à Fa termed 
accident at a southside chemical! 
plant, commonly known’ as Vego, 
Chemical Corp., 1617 Idaho St., neigh- | 
bors Have again made an appeal to| 
city officials to correct the situation. | 

Doug Mattick, Vigo County Air 
Pollution director, said a pop-off val- 
ue on a tank ‘‘blew” about 7 p.m. 
Sunday, resulting in some 25 to 30 
gallons of oil being spilled at e 
chemical plant. 

The spillage,- Mattick said, also | 
resulted in a severe odor which could | 
be detected for several blocks. | 

Several neighbors called Mattick at | 
home to complain about the odors. 

Mattick told The TRIBUNE he 
arrived at the plant about 7:35 p.m. 
and talked with an employee about 
the accident. 

To his knowledge, Mattick added, 
the spilled oil was confined to the | 
inside of the plant. | 

Also, several neighbors called city 
police, who checked the area in an 
effort to determine from where the 
odor was coming. 

The southside chemical plant has 
| been the center of controversy with 
| neighbors for the past several 
' months. | 

Neighbors have complained about 
chemicals being dumped in the alley 
at the side of the business estab- 
lishment and about odors coming 
from the plant. 

In March, neighbors expressed con- 
cern for a residue of oil accumulated 
in yards inthe vicinity of the 
chemical plant. At that time, neigh- 
bors alleged the oil was coming from 
the chemical facility. | 

Meanwhile, a local citizens group | 
from the area asked the Vigo County 

Area Plan Commission Tuesday night 
to investigate alleged zoning vio- 
lations by the plant and remove the 
firm’s zoning classification if neces- 
sary. ; 
The group, the Central Southside 
Association, wants Vego Chemical | 
fined $300 for each violation. Further, 
they criticize the city zoning adminis- 
trator, Carl Ellis, for what they call 
his failure to take action in the Vego 
Chemical matter. 
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to substantiate 
its compliance 


By PATRICK BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Terre Haute Fire 
Chief LeRoy Shipley said 
Wednesday he will de- 
mand that a Terre Haute 
chemical plant owner 
substantiate he has com- 
plied with state law in 
burying underground 
tanks used for storage of 
flammable materials. 

The southside 
chemical plant, com- 
monly known as 
Chemical Corp., Std 
Idaho St., according to 
State Fire Marshal Wil- 
liam Goodwin, has not as 
yet obtained permits to 
store flammable materi- 
als in underground 
tanks. 

The state fire marshal 
said the owner of the 
firm, Dr. Clyde F. Par- 
rish, re-applied for the 
permits last week. How- 
ever, according to 
Goodwin, Parrish failed 
to submit a notorized ap- 
plication for the per- 
mits. 

The TRIBUNE re- 
ported nearly a month 
ago the chemical plant 
was in violation of state 
law by storing flam- 
mable chemicals in un- 
derground tanks without 
first obtaining permits 


from the state fire 
marshal’s office. 
Parrish termed the vi- 


olation of state law as 
merely an “oversight” 
and indicated that steps 


were being initiated to ^ 


correct the situation. 

Originally Parrish ap- 
plied for the permits in 
February 1978. 

The application was 
denied at that time be- 
cause certain specif- 
ications were not being 
met, Goodwin said. 

When contacted last 
month Goodwin said he 
intended to contact Par- 
rish about the state vio- 
lation and advise him if 
necessary steps were not 
initiated the owner could 
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Parrish told The 
TRIBUNE he served as 
his own contractor when 
the tanks were buried. 

Neighbors have voiced 
numerous complaints 
about the southside 
chemical plant over the 
last several months. 

The neighbors have 
complained about 
chemicals being dumped 
in the alley at the side of 
the business estab- 
lishment and about 
odors coming from the 
plant. 

A water sample taken 
from the chemical plant 
last month proved 
negative, according to 
local health officials, but 
state health officials 
said the sample was in- 
sufficient to test for all 
chemicals. 

In an effort to correct 
alleged odor problems, 
Vigo County Air Pollu- 
tion Director Doug Mat- 
tick sent a warning let- 
ter to Parrish. 

Mattick said that after 
the letter was sent Par- 
rish installed pollution 
equipment which cur- 
rently is being upgraded: 


ro. 


Goodwin said the law - 


requires the tanks to be 
inspected at the time 
they were buried if flam- 
mable chemicals are to 
be stored in them. 

Shipley said the local 
fire department has not 
to date received a re- 
quest from Parrish to 
inspect the tanks which 
contain flammable 
chemicals. 

The local fire chief 
said that unless Parrish 
can substantiate the 
tanks were buried in 
compliance with state 
standards he will insist 
they be uncovered and 
checked by Terre Haute 
Fire Department inspec- 
tors. 

Parrish said the tanks 
were never inspected be- 
cause at the time they 
were buried he did not 
plan to fill them with 
flammable chemicals. 

However, sine= that 
time, Parrish said, he 
changed his mind and 
now stores flammable 
chemicals in the under- 
ground tanks. 

Normally, -Shipley 
said, the underground 
tanks are buried by a 
contractor who verifies 
in writing he has com- 
plied with state law. 
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C ‘hemical pla 


By PATRICK J. BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Vigo County Air Pollution Director 
Doug Mattick said Tuesday owners of 
a southside chemical plant commonly 
known as , 1617 
Idaho St., will be prohibited ‘from 
doing further business at the present 
site unless an operating permit is 
obtained first. 

The plant. a center of controversy 
for several years. was destroyed by 
fire Friday. 

Terre Haute Fire: Chief LeRoy 
Shipley, contacted by The TRIBUNE 
late Tuesday morning, said he ex- 
pected to release the official report 
on the fire Tuesday afternoon. 

According to Mattick, the Air Pol- 
lution Control Board two months ago 
enacted legislation requiring firms to 
obtain operating permits if they emit 
any substance into the air. 

Mattick said he told one of the 


owners of the firm. Dr. Clyde Par- - 


rish, a chemistry professor at Indiana 
State University. shortly after the 
tire that approval from the air pollu- 


Communit ety ile 


tion office Rake be aA be te 
the firm can re-open. 
“Before the plant can be re-opened, 


an operating permit must be obtained - 


and the firm will have to be in total 
compliance with all air pollution laws 
and regulations.” Mattick said. 

In a related matter. residents of 
the neighborhood are currently in the 


“process of circulating a petition 


which requests the firm's zoning cat- 
egory be reverted back to com- 
mercial, the firm not be permitted to 
engage in the business it has been 
involved in, and the storage tank 
permits be canceled. 

The petition will be presented to 
members of the Terre Haute City 
Council Thursday night. 

Mattick also reported that on April 
2 he sent a letter to Parrish request- 
ing information about processes and 
operations at the southside chemical 
plant. The letter, Mattick added. re- 
quested the composition and quantity 
of any gaseous or particulate sub- 
stances emitted to the ambient air 
from the chemical firm. 
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The air pollution director said he 
received no response from Parrish 
and, on May 21, a second letter was 
sent. That letter, Mattick said stated 
in part that Parrish would be in 
violation of Sections 402 and 403 of the 
Vigo County Air Quality Control Or- 
dinance if he failed to respond. 

Parrish, as of the day of the fire, 
had not responded to Mattick’s re- 
quest. 

Shipley late Monday afternoon in- 
formed media representatives his de- 
partment had “just about” completed 
the fire investigation. 

“I have some preliminary informa- 
tion, but Td rather wait until Tuesday 
before we release anything official,” 
Shipley said. 

Asst. Chief Ray Brown reported 
Monday Parrish had written a report 
stating the cause of the fire and chain 
of events which led to the blaze. That 
report was submitted to Robert Os- 
born, chief fire inspector. 

When contacted. Osborn said 
Parrish’s written statement is 
“merely his personal views of how 
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nt future queried | 


the fire started.” 

“My official report is incomplete: 
and-as far as I'm concerned there is 
no official cause as yet,” Osborn said. 
“Hopefully the official report will be 
completed and sent to the chief (Ship- 
ley) by the end of the week.” ; 

Shipley later reported Tuesday he 
expected to release the report in the 
afternoon. 

The report which Parrish sub- 
mitted to Osborn read, in part, the 
fire resulted when a chemical boiled 
over and was ignited by a pilot light. 

One employee Charles B. Smith, 48, 
Linton, received slight burns and was 
treated and later released from Terre. 
Haute Regional Hospital. 


Yandi Tuy (1 hò 
Controversy goes on) 


in neighborhood, 


A neighborhood Lane oversy con- 
tinued Tuesday near a chemical firm 
on the city’s southside. 

„Janice Bemis, 1700 Mahan Ave.. 
contacted The TRIBUNE and the 
Vigo County Health Department 
when she discovered an oil-like mate- 
rial on her front yard. 

The Bemis family resides about a 
block from the chemical firm. com- 
monly known as Vego Chemical 
Corp . 1617 Idaho St Mrs Bemis said 
she thinks the substance came from 
the firm. 

Ciyde Parrish, an owner of the 
establishment, was contacted Par- 
rish said he contacted his insurance 
agent and instructed him to in- 
vestigate the problem in the Bemis” 
yard Parrish said if the problem is 
hot covered in the insurance. he will 
take care of it himself 

Parrish said he was not sure all of 
the problem came from his plant. but 
some of it may have “and I want to 
take care of it.” 

The owner said there was no oil 
spill at the plant. but the substance 
may have -accumulated over winter 
months when snow covered the area 
and then showed up when the snow 
melted 

Mrs Bemis, contacted Wednesday 
morning. said she appreciated Par- 
rish fixing the yard. but she is more 
concerned about the water supply in 
the area. 

“There may be problems we don't 
know about.” she said. 

She added that the neighborhood 
organization in the area plans to take 
the matter up with the city's zoning 
board (which is now handled by the 
Vigo County Area Planning Com- 
mission } : 

The neighborhood at various times 
has complained about odors emitting 
from the firm. However. Doug Mat- 
tick, Vigo County Air Pollution Con- 
trol Division director, said Parrish 
has installed “scrubbers’’ and the 
“odor problem has been taken care 
of.” 

“We feel we are doing the right 
things,” Parrish remarked. “We 
don't want to have any problems with 
the neighbors. It is a difficult situ- 
ation.” 
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A $1 million Ge Bais damage 
suit has been filed in the Terre Haute 
Division of the U.S, District Court by 
SE. Leasing, Ing. formerly Vego 


Chemical Corp., and two other plain- 


'tiffs against the city of Terre Haute; 
some city coineinean and other de- 
fendants. 

The suit, filed Nov. 9, asks for a 
temporary and permanent injunction 
enjoining the defendants from enforce- 
ing provisions of Special Ordinance 42 
adopted Aug. 9 by the City Council. 
This ordinance, according to the suit, 
reclassified the property of the com- 
pany at 1617 Idaho St. from a light 
industrial classification to a two- 
family residential classification. The 
ordinance rescinded the 1975 or- 
dinance. 

Plaintiffs are SF Leasing, Inc., 
which changed the name from Vego 


v 


Chemical Corp. January, 1978; CP. 
Industries and RPS Industries, Inc., 


all listed at the 1617 Idaho St. address. 

The suit also seeks a declaratory 
judgment as to whether Ordinance 42 
is invalid in whole or in part by 
reason of “contravening the pro- 
visions of the U.S. Constitution” and 
the state constitution. The suit 
further states Special Ordinance 9 in 
1975 reclassified the property from a 
two-family residential district to a 
light industry M-i category. The 
plaintiffs allege the property is 
“valueless for residential purposes 
and the ordinance (passed Aug. 9) has 
prohibited the plaintiffs from carry- 
ing on their business.” 


2 


partially destroyed by fire, the-suit 
further states. A. major fire gutted < 
the industria] site on*June 8 of. this 


year. & previous fire occurred at the 


same site July 1, 1975. After receiving 
complaints from outraged citizens 
living near the industry, : the: city 


council acted this summer, as one“ 


councilman said, ‘‘to protect’ the 
welfare of the neighborhood. 

The suit alleges also that Pete 
Chalos, as city councilman, one of the 
defendants named, directed or ; 
threatened to direct the city building ` 
inspector to refuse to issue building 
permits to the plaintiffs so they could 
not rebuild and recommence opera- 
tions until the Ordinance 42 could be 
passed. i 

The suit also alleges the city fire 
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Vigo County Public Library 


i To 2 yar 
. Prior tc the enactment- of“ Or- , 
dinance 42, the plaintiff's business’ 
‘was. interrupted: and” the facilities 


uit Filed 


department was ‘‘induced to withhold 
) their yeport on the plaintiff's fire to 
" delay receipt of insurance proceeds." 

The suit-further alleges six of the 
“defendants failed to refer Ordinance 
42 to the Area Plan Commission for a 
hearing ás required to deprive the 
plaintiffs of a hearing in order to 
insure passage with six of nine votes. 

A spokesman for the Area Plan 
Commission, Pau! S. Smith, ex- 
ecutive director, confirmed the com- 
mission did not make a recommenda- 
tion on the ordinance, but said it is 
unclear whether the commission does 
have the responsibility to act on an 
ordinance to rescind previous legisia- 
tion. He said the commission does 
take action on ordinances to rezoné 
property. 

The six defendants named are 


Chalos, Kenneth Thomas, William 

Jarvis, Norma Spork, A.C. Malooley 

and Ralph Garrett a 
The suit also alleges J. Stephen 


Vallely, city housing inspector, also 
named a defendant, issued an order 
Aug. 10 for removal of any and all 
structures from the premises and 


otherwise convert it to premises con- 


forming with the R-2 zoning. 
Other defendants named are Davi 


S. Farris, Renetta J. Farris). Ear 
Davis, Ethel Davis. Dare thel Davis, THESE 
Bémis, Jean Bemis, Doris Die 
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Council, others 


Attorney Myrl Wilkinson filed an $11 
million lawsuit against six city council- 
men, a city housing inspector and eight 
citizens last week in the U.S. District 
Court in behalf of SF Leasing, Inc., for- 
merly known as Vego Chemical Corp., 
and two other firms, CP Industries and 
RPS Industries, Inc., all of which list as 
their address 1617 Idaho St. The suit 
seeks an injunction to keep Special Ordi- 
nance 42 (Aug. 9, 1979) from being 
enforced and a declaratory judgment on 
the validity of the ordinance. 

The ordinance in question reclassified 
the property on Idaho Street from an M-1, 
light industrial category to an R-2, two 
family residential district. In actuality, the 
ordinance rescinded a 1975 ordinance, 
which rezoned the property from R-2 to 
M-1. 

Wilkinson contends that the re- 
classification last summer makes plain- 
tiffs’ property valueless and also prohitits 
them from conducting business. 

Almost since the rezoning was 
approved in 1975, there have been prob- 
lems between neighbors and the chemi- 
cal firm. First a fire in a tank sent flames 
and burning tar over a field, destroying a 
vegetable garden and alarming residents. 
Other disagreements have followed over 
oil spills, odors, and chemicals stored on 


the property. 


When the property was rezoned for 
light industry, Wilkinson assured the city 
plan commission that no volatile chemi- 


cals would be used or stored on the pre- 


mises. But on Sept. 3, 1976, Clyde Par- 
rish, operator of the firm, was arrested for 
violating the zoning ordinance by storing 
petroleum in a residentia! district. City 
Court Judge Frank Crawford found Par- 
rish guilty and ordered him to erect an 
eight-foot barrier around his property. 

A wall was built and a number of 
storage tanks were burried to conform 
with city regulations. 

A year ago, in November 1978, the 
state fire marshall accused Parrish of 
violating state law by storing volatile 
chemicals underground without proper 
permits. At that time, Parrish said he had 
applied for permits 10 months earlier. 
State authorities said that application 
was denied because certain specifica- 
tions were not met. 

Parrish has attributed some of the con- 
troversy to a miSunderstanding over the 
terms “volatile” and “flammable.” He has 
said that a volatile chemical does not 
have to be a flammable material. 

On June 8, 1979, the plant burned 
down. A number of 55-gallon drums 
exploded, but firefignters were success- 
ful in keeping flames from spreading to 
storage tanks that reportedly contained 
toxic materials. 

Following the fire, residents of the area 
were concerned about both how the pro- 
perty would be cleaned up and what 
future use would be made of it. 


Even today, five months after the fire, 
there are questions as to the disposition 
of chemicals at the property. Permits 
required to move or to dump them had not 
been requested from state authorities 
long after numerous materials had been 
removed from the site. Parrish refused to 
return calls about the matter during the 
summer. 

At the Aug. 2 council sunshine session, 
when the ordinance to return the property 
to residential status was discussed, 
Wilkinson appeared in opposition. “Dur- 
ing the last few years the neighbors have 
been upset and have undertaken a cam- 
paign of harassment,” he said. He said 
there have been a steady parade of 
inspectors, including ones from OSHA, 
state and local agencies. 

“In the 20 previous years the company 
did business, there has only been one 
citation,” Wilkinson said. “Now there has 
been vandalism, lugs have been loosened 
on vehicles, vandals have started a fire. A 
final insult was when the watchdog was 
shot and killed.” 

Wilkinson went on to say that the 
owners had had enough, Terre Haute 
obviously did not want their business and 
they were planning to move to Illinois. 
However, he said if the property was 
rezoned it would lose its value and be 
impossible to sell. 

“There are three branches of govern- 
ment. It is up to the executive branch to 
prosecute. The council is not a judicial 
body, and it is not their right or duty to 
hear cases. The implication of this ordi- 
nance is to punish, to take away the 
owners’ economic base, by zoning,” 
Wilkinson said. 
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Vego Chemical 
Continued from page 8 


The council discussed the fact that 
owners of the property had violated the 
law, to which Wilkinson responded, “If 
they violated the law, charge them. It is 
unfair for the council to prosecute and to 
judge.” 

Councilman Pete Chalos answered 
questions from Wilkinson about the city 
plan commission's failure to conduct a 
hearing on the rezoning by explaining it 
had gone out of business. Chalos said its 
work had been taken over by Area Plan- 
ning, but that law had never required 
either agency to hold a hearing before 
council action on zoning matters. 

The city attorney, Jim Smock, indicated 
that since the rezoning approved in 1975 
was based on inaccurate information, 
that changed things. 

Bill Jarvis, councilman, summed up 
most of the other members’ sentiments. 
“None of those inspectors would have 
been there if the owners were operating 
properly. This has gone on long enough 
without any improvement. Terre Haute 
doesn't need such factories.” 

The six councilmen named in the suit 
are Chalos, Jarvis, Kenneth Thomas, 
Norma Spork, A. C. Malooley and Ralph 
Garrett. The city inspector named is J. 
Stephen Vallely, who issued an order 
Aug. 10 requiring removal of structures 
from 1617 Idaho and bringing it into con- 
formity with an R-2 classification. 


Other defendants named are David 
Farris, Renetta Farris, Earl Davis, Ethel 
Davis, Darrell Bemis, Jean Bemis, Doris 
Dicus and Wayne Dicus, vocal residents 
of the neighborhood around the former 
chemical plant. A number of them were at 
the Aug. 2 council session afd denied 
Wilkinson's accusations about vandal- 
ism. 
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Vego chemicals to be dumped? 


Lastr: N H: 

During aa rs) c dni nshine 
meeting, residents of the neighborhood 
around the burned out Vego Chemical firm 
asked what governmental department is 
supervising cleanup of the property. 

“We were promised the tanks would be 
filled within a week with water and sand. No 
one even knows if the chemicals have been 
removed yet. And what's in the drums? 
Who'll remove them?” asked Doris Dicus. 

Shirley Parrish, a representative of the 
corporation that owns the property, said 
procedures are underway to clear the site. 
She said that drums containing chemicals 
are to be removed and dumped at the land- 
fill by Max Gibson. "Mr. Gibson will handle 
it. He is one of several in the state licensed 
to handle this,” Parrish said. 

Any chemicals that go into the Vigo 
County landfill that is licensed for industrial 
wastes must be approved by the State 
Board of Health. Guinn Doyle of the solid 
waste division said no request for disposal 
of material from Vego Chemical has been 
received, as of July 6. 

“Gibson can't accept the material with- 
out a written request and approval from us. 
He knows the regulations and will certainly 
comply with them,” Doyle said. 

Doyle explained that, if very accurate and 
complete information is furnished his office 
on the disposal request, it takes an average 
of 10 to 12 working days for his office to 
grant a permit. 

Parrish refused to say what chemicals the 
drums contain, but Doyle said any disposal 
request must furnish a complete list of the 
contents. 

At a June 28 neighborhood meeting 
about the property, it was reported that 
cleanup operations would be completed 
within a week. The deadline is past and 
there’s a long way to go, Dicus and Earl 
Davis say. 


Davis also questioned the council about 
a commitment to rezone the property so 
that a similar business cannot operate on 
the site in the future. 


City Attorney James Smock indicated he 
will prepare an ordinance to reclassify the 
property. Davis provided Smock with a 
copy of minutes of the May 1, 1975 City Plan 
Commission meeting at which the lawyer 
for Vego Chemical, Myrl Wilkinson, 
assured the commission that there were to 
be no volatile chemicals used or stored in 
the premises. 
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ock implied that since the rezoning 
was approved in 1975 based on inaccurate 
information, and volatile chemicals have 
been present, the council can rezone the 
property to a commercial category. It is cur- 
rently zoned as a heavy industry district. 
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Terre Haute plant involved in germ warfare 
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it was prepared 
to produce germ 
bombs during 


WW 


By Charlie Green 
States News Service 


WASHINGTON--The Defense Depart- 
ment established a germ warfare 
manufacturing plant near Terre Haute, in 
1944 and was prepared to produce 
biological bombs there if World War i 
had lasted longer, according to a recently 
released military report. 

Labelled “top secret” until its de- 
classification in 1977, the report by the 
Army's Chemical Corps details the 
history of germ warfare and its potential 
for use by the United States. 

The document, written in 1950, was 
distributed this week by a branch of the 
Church of Scientology called American 
Citizens for Honesty in Government. The 
group is investigating past cases of 
biological and chemical experimentation 
on humans by the government. 

In the report, Col. William M. Creasy, 
chief of the research and engineering 
division in the Chemical Corps, revealed 
that the Vigo Ordnance Plant near Terre 
Haute was expanded in 1944 so two 
deadly biological agents could be pro- 
duced there. 

The plant was to the point of manufac- 
turing one biological bomb when the war 
ended, the report said. Had the war con- 
tinued longer, germ warfare may have 
been used against the Japanese, the re- 
port said. 

There is no indication, however, that 
production of deadiy germs ever took 
place at the Vigo plant. The facility is now 
used by a private industry that manufac- 
tures antibiotics. 

The report said the government spent 
$8 million to construct the facility, which 
contained twelve, 20-thousand-gallon 
tanks designed for production of bacteria 
causing botulism and anthrax. 
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Botulism, which is caused by botulinus 
toxin, is highly lethal. One ounce of the 
toxin would be sufficient to cause the 
death of 120 million people if each per- 
son was given the proper amount, the re- 
port said. Anthrax can also be lethal and 
affects domestic animals and humans. 

Under the Chemical Corps plans, both 
biologica! agents would be packed into 
bombs, then dropped over enemy ter- 
ritory. The bacteria in the bombs would 
then disperse and would be inhaled or 
ingested. Unlike an atomic bomb, the 
biological bombs would only affect peo- 
ple, not buildings. 

Creasy said in the report that germ war- 
fare agents “are selective, they spare 
enemy capital resources from physical 
destruction and strike people, directly or 
indirectly. Thus, eventual occupation and 
administration of the area by our forces is 
not hampered by permanent destruction 
of the physical and natural resources of 
the enemy.” 

The “mysteriousness and invisibility” 
of the biological agents, Creasy added, 
“would be expected to diminish a nation’s 
will and ability to fight.” 

When the Vigo plant was at its peak in 
World War II, about 500 people, mostly 
military personnel, worked there, the re- 
port said. It indicated that the facility was 
capable of producing enough filling for 
500,000 bombs of anthrax or 250,000 
bombs of botulinus toxin a month. 

By using the Indiana plant and an Army 
facility near Frederick, Md., the govern- 
ment could produce enough anti-person- 
ne! bombs to blanket 90 square miles of 
enemy territory every four days, the re- 
port said. 

The biological agents could be pro- 
duced and stockpiled at the manufactur- 
ing plants, then airlifted to a strike aircraft 

base, the report said. 

The Vigo plant is now owned by Pfizer 
Inc., a private industry involved in the 
manufacture of antibotics. Paul Benning, 
plant manager, said he had "no idea what 
was produced here” before Pfizer began 
its operations in 1948. 

Brian Anderson, a member of the 
Church of Scientology, said the group 
has no information about the Indiana 
facility other than what was contained in 
the report. Anderson said the report was 
discovered by researchers in the 
National Archives. 

After World War Il, biological warfare 
research continued at Fort Detrick in 
Maryland by Army scientists until Presi- 
dent Nixon banned the research in the 
early 1970s and converted the facility 
into a cancer research laboratory. 

A Pentagon spokesman had no infor- 
mation about the Vigo facility. 


By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 
A water sample taken from a small 
chemical plant located in a residen- 
tial area has proven negative, accord- 
ing to local health officials, but state 
health officials say the sample was 
insufficient to test for all chemicals. 
The small chemical plant in ques- 


tion is commonly known as Vego, 


Chemical Corp., located at 1617 Idaho 
St. Doris Dicus, chairwoman of the 
Central South Side Group of Vigo 
County Citizens Action, requested the 
water sample in an alley adjacent to 
the small plant. 

Greg Creasey, a sanitation inspec- 
tor for Vigo County Health Depart- 
ment, took the sample on Nov. 18 and 
received the results from the State 
Board of Health’s laboratory last 
Wednesday. 

Paul Welch, Vigo County Health 
Department administrator, reported 
the test showed a 6.9 Ph count — 
considered average — and a 0.1 
nitrate count — which Welch called 
“very low.” 

However, James Traylor, of the 
State Board of Health’ ’s Water and 
Poltition—Division, said in an in- 
terview- Monday- “that the sample 
submitted by Creasey was “‘insuffi- 
cient in size? to test for all 


chemicals. 


Initial tests reported negative, 


but sample. called ‘insufficient’ 


According to Traylor, lab techni- 
cians said Creasey had requested the 
sample be tested for ‘‘all chemicals,” 
but the lab could only test for Ph and 
nitrate. 

Traylor concurred with Welch that 
the Ph and nitrate counts were 
negative and they indictated no prob- 
lem, but he added that more water 
would be necessary to test for all 
possible chemicals in the water. 

Mrs. Dicus and her group have 
complained that chemicals are being 
dumped in the alley. They are con- 
cerned the chemicals may pollute 
wells in the area. 

However, Dr. Clyde Parrish, an 
owner of the plant, has indicated 
small amounts of runoff seep to the 
alley during heavy rains. 

According to reports, Parrish has 
considered constructing a trench 
around the property to stop the runoff 
from reaching the alley — though he 
does not think the runoff causes any 
problems. 

Meanwhile, Parrish is said to be 
clearing up ‘‘an oversight” revealed 


in an earlier TRIBUNE report. 

The plant is in violation of state 
law, according to State Fire Marshal 
William Goodwin, because owners 
have failed to obtain permits that 
allow flammable chemicals to be 
stored underground. 

Goodwin said Parrish applied for 
the permits in February, but was 
denied because certain specifications 
were not met. The state fire marshal 
reported Parrish has not re-applied 
for the permits which, he said, con- 
stitutes a violation of state law. 

Parrish has said not re-applying for 
the permits is “an oversight” and 
“steps have been initiated to correct 
the situation.” 

The neighborhood group also has 
complained about odors they say 
come from the plant. Vigo County Air 
Pollution Division Director Doug 
Mattick sent a warning notice to} 
Parrish and eq uipment was installed. 

Mattick says Parrish “has cooper- 
ated fully” with the APCD office ahd | 
the odor control equipment is cur- | 
rently being upgraded 


Vego owner say 
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‘oversight,’ action planned ` 


By PATRICK J. BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Clyde F. Parrish, owner of Yego Chemical Corp., 
1617 Idaho St., said his company’s alleged violation 
of a state law is merely an “oversight” and “steps 
have been initiated to correct the situation.” 

State Fire Marshal William Goodwin Thursday 
said the chemical manufacturer is violating state 
Jaw by not obtaining permits which allow storage 
of volatile/flammable chemicals in underground 
tanks. 

During an interview, Parrish told The TRIBUNE 
the company intends “to take corrective action” 
and obtain the permits as soon as possible from the 
state fire marshal’s office. 

Goodwin said the firm originally had applied for 
the storage permits in February. However, the 
application was denied because certain specif- 
ications had not been met. 

The state fire marshal said he intended to 
contact Parrish and advise him of the situation and 
if the necessary steps were not initiated to obtain 
permits the company possibly could face prose- 
cution. r 

Parrish termed the oversight as “simply a 
mistake” and stated the company intends to “‘com- 
pletely conform with the law.” 

Robert Osborn, chief inspector for the Terre 
Haute Fire Department, reported Thursday that an 


inventory at the chemical company revealed the . 


underground tanks contain No. 2 fuel oil. 
The fuel oil, according to Osborn, is considered 
a flammable material. 
However, Parrish, an associate professor of 
chemistry at Indiana State University, said he 
disagrees with anyone who says that No. 2 fuel oil 
| is a flammable material. 
Parrish said there is a misunderstanding over 
| the terms volatile and flammable. 
“A volatile chemical does not have to be a 
| flammable material and in some cases it is not a 
flammable material. The company has always had 
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volatile chemicals on the premises, but some of 
those volatile chemicals are not flammable,” 
Parrish added. 

By definition volatile is a chemical readily 
becoming a vapor at a relatively low temperature 
which can easily erupt into violent action. 

Flammable is defined as a chemical which is 
easily ignited. 

Parrish said he was very much aware of numer- 
ous complaints which have been aired by neighbors 
who live near the plant. 

“We don’t consider ourselves a nuisance like the 
neighbors have alleged. In fact, we have attempted 
to avoid things that would result in problems or 
complaints,” Parrish said. 

“In fact,” Parrish continued, ‘‘we spent nearly 
$15,000 at the plant to relocate several above 
ground storage tanks to conform with city regu- 
lations.” 

Parrish, according to City Court records, was 
arrested on Sept. 3, 1976, for violation of a city 
zoning ordinance — storing petroleum in a residen“ 
tial district. 

As a result of that arrest, Parrish said the court 
ordered him to relocate several above ground tanks 
and to erect a fence around the property since 
flammable materials were being stored near a 
residential district. 

Parrish’s business, which commonly has been 
know as Vego Chemical Corp, changed its name to 
SF Leasing Inc., in May of this year, according to 
records obtained from the Secretary of State’s 
office. 

Also listed at the 1617 Idaho St. address are two 
other concerns — R.P.S. Industries, Inc., and CPS 
Corp., according to the Secretary of State’s office. 

The resident agent of SF Leasing Inc., is Shirley 
Parrish, wife of Clyde Parrish. The officers of the 
company are: Clyde Parrish, president; Shirley 
Parrish, secretary-treasurer, and G.W. Clark, as- 
sistant secretary. 

R.P.S. Industries, Inc. was incorporated in May 
of 1977 and the corporate principals are: John 
Roshel, Clyde Parrish, Clifford Shultz and Robert 
Clouse. Clyde Parrish is listed as the resident 
agent. 

CPS Corp. was incorporated in January of this 
year and the resident agent is Shirley Parrish. The 
corporate principals are listed as: Gerald Dix, 
Clyde and Shirley Parrish. Myrl Wilkinson served 
as the incorporator. 
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VEGO CHEMICAL MOVES Sp NOV 1 2 1977 


TO COMPLY WITH ORDER 

City Court Judge Frank Crawford ruled last 
May that Vego Chemical Corporation. 1617 idaho 
Street, was violating the city’s zoning law. He 
held that the firm should erect an 8-foot solid wall 
or fence around its property, since it stored flam- 
mable materials within 3000 feet of a residential 
district. 

Crawford gave the defendant 180 days to com- 
ply with his ruling. Those six months are up. 
While attorney Myrl Wilkinson indicated pre- 
viously that he would appeal the decision for 
Vego Chemical, the firm’s owner, Clyde Parrish, 
told The Spectator last week he is complying 
with Crawford’s ruling. Assistant city attorney 
Steve Trueblood, who brought the action against 
the firm in behalf of Terre Haute, is satisfied with 
Parrish’s compliance efforts. 

Parrish said he has moved the storage tanks 
containing chemicals to the far side of his pro- 
perty, so that a building serves as the barrier bet- 
ween residents and the tanks. Railroad tracks are 
on the other (the west) side of the tanks. Further- 
more, the tanks have been placed in an exca- 
vated area so that spillage would be contained in 
the trough created. Another tank, one that 
burned several years ago and started the neigh- 
borhood controversy, is being buried along with 
several others. 

A new loading dock is being built and will abut 
the alley. The alley separates the firm from resi- 
dential property on the east. 

“We are being very careful to do what we are 
supposed to do, as we are supposed to do it,” 
Parrish said last week. He pointed out that con- 
struction workers are not working after dark so 
as not to disturb neighbors. Regular 8 to 5 work 
hours will be in effect, and there will not be eve- 
ning deliveries. “We are meeting stipulations of 
the judge and attorney as best we can, as safely 
as we can,” Parrish concluded. 


Community Affairs File 


Vigo County Public Libra! 


REF ERENCE 


DO NOT SIPAILAYF 


Jmus £ Ci ) 


Fire marsh 


By PATRICK J. 


BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 
A Terre Haute 


chemical manufacturer 
is reportedly violating 
state law by storing vol- 
atile chemicals under- 
ground without proper 
permits, according to 
State Fire Marshal Wil- 
liam Goodwin. 

Goodwin, contacted in 
Indianapolis by The 
TRIBUNE, said the 
firm, commonly known 
as Vego Chemical Corp., 
1617 Idaho St., has failed 
to obtain permits from 
his office that allow the 
flammable chemicals to 
be stored underground. 

According to 
Goodwin, Clyde F. Par- 
rish, president of the 
chemical manufacturer, 
applied for the permits 
in February. However, 
Goodwin said his office 
denied the application 
because certain specif- 
ications were not met. 

Goodwin went on to 
say Parrish has not re- 
applied for the permits, 
which, he added, con- 
stitutes a violation of 
state law. 

Goodwin said the in- 
itial application stated 
about half of the 
chemicals being stored 
underground would be of 
a flammable nature. 

The state fire marshal 
said he planned to con- 
tact Parrish and advise 
him of the situation. 

Also, Goodwin said if 
necessary. steps are not 
taken to correct the situ- 
ation the firm possibly 
could face prosecution. 

Robert Osborn, chief 
inspector for the Terre 
Haute Fire Department, 
said Thursday the firm 
is storing No. 2 fuel oil in 
the underground tanks. 

The fuel oil, according 
to the inspector, is con- 
sidered a flammable 
material. 

Also, Osborn said he 
was unaware the 
chemical company had 
not obtained permits to 


T NOV 3 
tae the A ma- 
terial underground. 

The firm, commonly 
known as Vego Chemical 
Corp., changed its name 
ìn May of this year, ac- 
cording to information 
from the Secretary of 
State’s office. 

The firm now goes by 
the name of SF Leasing 
Inc. and Parrish is listed 
as the president. 

Also listed at the 1617 
Idaho St. address are 
two other firms — CPS 
Corp. and R.P.S. In- 
dustries Inc., according 
to records at the Secre- 
tary of State’s office. 

The president of the 
firm, Parrish, is listed 
as an associate professor 
of chemistry at Indiana 
State University. 

Also, Parrish is listed 
as president of SF Leas- 
ing, a director of CPS 
Corp. and a director and 
incorporator of R.P.S. 
Industries Inc., accord- 
ing to information from 
the Secretary of State’s 
office. 

The TRIBUNE also 
has learned when Vego 
Chemical Corp. re- 
quested a reclass- 
ification of real estate 
commonly known as 1617 
Idaho St. on May 1, 1975, 
the attorney for the peti- 
tioners, Myrl Wilkinson, 
told members of the 
Terre Haute City Plan 
Commission, there 
would be no volatile 
chemicals used or stored 
on the premises. 
Minutes of the session 
confirm Wilkinson’s 
statement. 

City Court records re- 
veal Parrish was ar- 
rested on Sept. 3, 1976, 
for violation of a city 
zoning ordinance — stor- 
ing petroleum in a resi- 
dential district. 

City Court Judge 
Frank Crawford found 
Parrish guilty and ruled 
the firm should erect an 
eight-foot solid wall or 
fence around its proper- 
ty since it stored flam- 
mable materials within 


Crawford affixed an ap- 


3,000 feet of a residential 
district. 

However, through his 
attorney, Wilkinson, 
Parrish informed the 
court he intended to ap- 
peal Crawford’s verdict. 


peal bond in the sum of 
$100. 
Efforts by The TRIB- 
UNE to find the current 
status of the case were 
unsuccessful. 

Several attempts to 


contact Parrish for com- 


Vio 


al says law violated 


ment were unsuccessful, 
also. 


In 1910, the world’s 
largest railway terminal 
up to that time, Pennsyl- 
vania Station in New 
York, was opened 
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Vego Chemical acts to quell discontent 


By Carl Roger Orth Ca NOV 25 1978 


A local light industry manufacturer is taking steps to control pollution 
from the plant nestled among residences in the 16th and Idaho Streets area. 

The CPS corporation, formerly Vego Chemical. is installing three to 
four thousand dollars worth of equipment to control odors. The company 
will also dig a ditch around the perimeter of the plant to prevent chemical- 
contaminated water from seeping beyond the property of the company. 
Months before, after a fire in a storage tank, the company erected a tall 
picket fence around the plant. 

Clyde Parrish, one of the CPS owners, indicated the effort was to 
‘clean our own doorstep. But the improvements do not flow totally from 
the goodness of the company heart. Indirectly residents ‘some who live 
within 75 feet of the plant) have applied pressure to bring about change. 
The latest improvements stem from quiet negotiations between the com- 
pany and local Air Pollution Control Division of the Vigo County Board of 
Health. Doris Dicus alerted APCD chief Doug Mattick of the situation 
several months ago. Mattick followed through and at one point issued a 
warning notice. Meanwhile. The Board of Health is analyzing samples of 
run-off water taken Nov. 18 from the plant 

The residents are only vaguely aware of the latest improvements 
because they are at an impasse with the company. “Its past communica- 
tion.’ Parrish told The Spectator. “You can’t communicate with them.” The 
two sides have carried on a bitter feud dating back more than four years. 
The neighbors fret over possibility of an explosion or fire because of the 
close proximity of the plant to the houses. They are still enraged over an 
incident more than a year ago. A Storage tank filled with potentially ex- 
plosive cleaning fluid caught fire. Questions still remain. Apparently 
storage tanks are buried within a sewer easement in back of the CPS pro- 
perty. The owners have a tacit understanding with the city engineer and city 
attorney that placement of the tanks are okay, but the residents still doubt 
the validity of the agreement. The residents also insist the plant is violating 
zoning regulations. Parrish says the company conforms to all zoning 
regulations. 

How did a light industry manufacturer (with a M2 zoning classification) 
wind up in the largely residential block? The present owners bought the 
small family business in the early 1970s and then expanded. Later the com- 
pany came before the city council to rezone the area for more industrial 
use. According to Councilman Pete Chalos. the council approved the re- 
quest but only with assurances from the city plan commission that there 
would be no inflammable materials on the property. Chalos called the mat- 
ter extremely bothersome’ and he now regrets voting in favor of the rezon- 
ing measure. He has helped Dicus and the neighbors in their efforts. But 
CPS also falls under a grandfather clause which would defeat the purpose 
of a new rezoning measure. 

The Industry shouldn't be there,” Mattick of the Air Pollution Control 
Division observed. While Mattick can sympathize with the plight of the resi- 
dents, he also notes that Parrish and other CPS officials have been very 
cooperative.” Mattick said “everything I've recommended on air (pollution 
control) they've done.” Despite modification of the odor control equipment. 
Mattick still expects the problem to flare up every once in a while. The latest 
incident was on Nov. 18. Mattick noticed the animosity of the two sides. He 
believes, though. that “nobody at the CPS plant is trying to hide anything.” 

Parrish insists he probably has the most legal business in the city” 
due to pressure from residents. Parrish says the company conforms to all 
Zoning regulations. Regarding the sewer easement. Parrish discussed the 
matter with city engineer about a year ago. Parrish said the company origi- 
nally granted the easement to the Terre Haute Sanitary District. Admittedly 
buried tanks lie within that easement. he indicated. But he said the com- 
pany promised to bear the cost of removal of the tanks if the tanks inter- 
fered with normal operation of the sewer 

Parrish said he is making the best of an awkward situation.” He noted 
it's hard to know if the company is creating the odors.” The coke plant lies 
just a few blocks away on the west side of the railroad tracks. Nevertheless 
they installed a closed ventilation system to exhaust the air from processing 
vals. This insures smelly gases are not released into the air. Less doubt ex- 
ists about a water run-off problem from the plant. One day The Spectator 
witnessed contaminated water flowing from the plant into the adjoining 
alley. The sand filter dike should alleviate much of the problem: Parrish 
said. 
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Parrish complains of negative cooperation” from neighbors. But the 
residents accuse the company of the same stubbornness. Troubles with the 
company and general deterioration of the area prompted them to band 
together in the central southside association affiliated with the local 
Citizens’ Action Coalition. Led mainly by Mrs. Dicus. they complained about | 
the CPS plant to the Board of Works and Safety. Department of Redevelop- 
ment, city council, city sanitation department, the State Board of Health and 
the air pollution control agency. 

The group is becoming increasingly vocal on other problems. The area 
is suffering from terminal spot zoning. One block is composed mostly of 
residences but also supports a wrecker service. repair garage and a tavern. 
Also of concern are "water holes’ at 20th and Hulman Streets and 19th and 
Idaho Streets caused by poor drainage of water during rain. At least two 
unzoned junk yards popped up. 

Dicus says the problems are not anything new.” She said ‘we're will- | 


ing to wait ifor improvements) just so long as someone gives us a nod that 
they're considering us.” 
Another woman perhaps best expressed how to prod government into 


action Be a pest.” 
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Doris Dicus observes a water run-off problem at the CPS Corp. chemi- 
cal manufacturing plant. Dicus leads a neighborhood association dedi- 
cated to solving such problems. The company is now taking steps to 
correct the run-off problem and odor pollution problem. 

(Photo by CRO) 


